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IBM and Association for Computing Machinery Announce
Global “Battle of the Brains’ Software Competition

University Student Programmers Challenged to Solve Real-World Problems Using
Open Source Technology

ARMONK, N.Y., Sept. 12, 2007 -- Three-person teams from universities around the
world will mix creativity with information technology (I1T) as they begin their quest to
earn coveted spots among the elite at the 32nd annual Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM) International Collegiate Programming Contest (ICPC), sponsored by
IBM (NY SE: IBM). Also known as the “Battle of the Brains,” the competition challenges
students to solve real-world computer programming problems under a grueling, five-hour
deadline.

Regional bouts run from September through December, with only 90 teams from around
the globe reaching the World Finals on April 6-10, 2008 in Banff Springs, Alberta,
Canada.

The Battle of the Brains has grown to be the largest and most prestigious computer
competition of itskind. It is expected to include tens of thousands of students from
universitiesin 82 countries on six continents. Since IBM began sponsoring the Contest in
1997, participation has grown from 1,100 to 6,100 teams.

“The next generation of leadersin our industry will need strong foundations in both
technology and businessin order to affect positive change in society,” said Doug
Heintzman, Director of Strategy, IBM Software Group and Sponsorship Executive.
“That’swhy IBM is so passionate about working with universities. We understand how
important it isto help students devel op these skills to succeed at the next level. This
competition embodies all those ideals.”



The Contest exposes the brightest college and university information technology students
around the globe to open source technol ogies being adopted by innovative businesses and
organizations.

IBM’ s sponsorship of the Battle of the Brainsis just one of the company’ s many
university-facing programs focusing on open standards skills. The IBM Academic
Initiative is another, offering colleges and universities a wide range of technology
benefits including free access to IBM software, discounted hardware, course materials,
training and curriculum development to better educate millions of students for amore
competitive I T workforce.

“This competition demands that competitors master their intellect, creativity, and skills,”
said Dr. Bill Poucher, ICPC Executive Director and Baylor University Professor. “With
the support of IBM, ACM, and the UPE Honor Society, we're challenging students to
unleash their natural talents to become master thinkers who can innovate solutions to
make a difference in peopl€’ s lives, solving the problems people face today and will face
tomorrow. That's why we take raising the bar for the future of computer science and
engineering very seriously.”

The 2007 ACM-1CPC World Finalstook place in Tokyo, Japan last March, where the
team from Warsaw University in Poland emerged as the world champion.

For more information about the contest and to listen to a podcast with Doug Heintzman,
visit www.ibm.com/university/acmcontest.

About |BM
For more information on IBM software, please visit http://www.software.ibm.com.

About ACM

ACM, the Association for Computing Machinery http://www.acm.org, is an educational and
scientific society uniting the world's computing educators, researchers and professionals to
inspire dialogue, share resources and address the field's challenges. ACM strengthens the
profession's collective voice through strong leadership, promotion of the highest standards, and
recognition of technical excellence. ACM supports the professional growth of its members by
providing opportunities for life-long learning, career development, and professional networking.
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EDITOR'SNOTE: Tointerview IBM representatives or participants in the contest,
please contact Dana Procaccino at (215) 790-4358. For high resolution images, please
visit http://icpc.baylor.edu/dmt/. For a complete schedule of regional contests worldwide,
visit http://icpc.baylor.edu/icpc/Regional S’'UpcomingRegionals.html.




